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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Intemational application No. 
PCT/AU2003/001280 



Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of flie intemational application:* 
fx] the intemational application as originally filed. 

I I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 5 received on with the letter of 

I I the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 5 as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. Wifli regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
\^ch the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I ^® language of the translation furnished for the purposes of mtemational preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the intemational application in written form. 

I I together with the intemational application in con:q)uter readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority m computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listmg does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

I I statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4- I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5, Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond die disclosure as filed, as indicated m the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed** and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17), 

** Any replacement sheet containing sttch amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



V. 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2003/001280 



Statement 

■ NpveIty(N) 

Liventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 1-18 
Claims 

Claims 1-18 
Claims 

Claims 1-18 
Claims 



YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-18 meet the criteria set forth in PCT Artie-u •^'^/")^ *x i.^ • 

appUcability Xhe orior art nnhH.hl^w ^^/^'^^^ 33(2)-(4) for novelty, mventive step and industrial 
^fined. ^*^'^P"^^''^"**^"^°'^^*^P™"ty date does not disclo^^ 

bacLattererpSSon deS aIS^ '"'^''.^ a semiconductor laser into a fibre and 
second signal is recorded ^S^ ^jSgtatk^^^ ""^^'^^^^^ ^ wavelength, and a 

temperature of the fibre's enviro^^^ Ho^v^^o 5^5?^? do f h'' T° "^'^ 
radiation through a single ooticalfiS 7^ , P^^^^^S backscattered 

been launched S^^ffiSy a W It ot "1°' --'^-8 ^^^ond signal using light that has 

taken together, allow a consS^ble^J^rfitZ.^^ V'^?* '"""^^ "^^^^ differences, 

filters and/or removroSSWeSnc^^^^^ of the optical system of the prior art (which requires three 
^ ovai oi niters to perform normalisation). Such an arrangement is not suggested by the prior 
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